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FeperaL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA | 
297 FourtH Avenue, New York, N. Y. | 


Val. Ne. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is a federation of twenty-four national religious bodies 
Articles appearing herein furnish information on current issues 
and are not to be construed as declarations of official attitudes or policies of the Federal Council of Churches. 


Entered as second-class matter January 4, 1924, at the Post office at New York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


A Guide to Government Agencies 


Ministers, educators and social workers are increasingly in contact with agencies of the federal gov- 
ernment. The “United States Government Manual,” Spring issue, 1942, published by the United 


States Information Service, contains 698 pages. 


(For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 75 
cents a copy; three issues a year for $2.75; single copies of future issues, $1.00 each.) 


From it we 


have selected the names of agencies that seem to have the main “social responsibilities.” The anno- 
tations are very brief summaries of the official statements regarding functions performed. 


“Will You Tell Me—?” 


The extent to which ministers and others inquire about 
the federal government is illustrated by the questions 
and answers below. The replies, printed only in part, 
were made by mail or in personal interviews by members 
of the staff of the Department of Research and Edu- 
cation. 


Is there one place to which one can go for information 
about government agencies, and secure guidance about 
them? 

The U. S. Information Service, in the Office of Govern- 
ment Reports, 1405 G Street, N.W., Washington, will 
readily furnish general information about the various de- 
partments and agencies. Visitors in Washington may go 
there for advice. Inquiries may be sent by mail. There 
are also state, and in some cases city, offices. The various 
agencies themselves must be asked for technical or de- 
tailed information. 


What federal agency will assist a destitute farm fam- 
ily? 

The Farm Security Administration has the primary 
responsibility. It makes both rehabilitation loans and 
grants for subsistence in certain cases. There are FSA 
supervisors in many counties. If there is none in your 
county write to FS A in Washington for the location of 
the nearest state or regional office. 

A Negro says he is qualified for a job in a defense 
industry, but cannot get work solely because he is a 
Negro. To whom shall he complain? 


He may present information to the Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice, Labor Division, War Production 
Board, Washington. Certain states also have strong civil 
rights laws, and inquiry should be made of local law en- 
forcement officials. 


What federal agencies are at work on post-war plan- 
ning ? 

A number already have special committees in their own 
fields. The National Resources Planning Board has the 


responsibility for formulating comprehensive plans. The 
Federal Works Agency is building up a reserve of federal 
work projects, for the post-war period. 


How can one secure copies of bills in Congress? 

Bills are separately numbered in House and Senate. 
You may write for single copies to the Clerk of the 
Document Room, U. S. Senate, or the same Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. Another method is to make 
a request of the Senator or Representative introducing 
the bill in which you are interested. 


A number of people in our city are interested in munici- 
pal housing. With what federal agency should we com- 
municate? 

The newly created Federal Public Housing Authority, 
which has to do with the construction of housing with 
public money. 


Our town is swamped with new workers for defense 
industries. Who will help us get the necessary new com- 
munity facilities? 

The Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services, 
which is in the Office for Emergency Management, will 
advise and assist you. 


We would like to know about films available from pub- 
lic agencies. Must we write to all the agencies that might 
have them? 

For the duration of the war, the Director of the Office 
of Government Reports is to serve as the coordinator of 
government films. Various agencies have available edu- 
cational films. 


A Directory of Agencies 


As press reports have indicated, the offices of certain 
federal agencies are being moved from Washington to 
other cities. This process is still going on. However, all 
agencies may be addressed at Washington, D. C., where 
it is understood that small staffs of every agency moved 
to other cities will be maintained. Many federal agencies 
also have regional, state and city offices. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. Claude R. Wickard, 
Secretary. 

Agricultural Adjustment Administration. [red S. 
Wallace, Chief. Charged with the maintenance of an 
ever-normal granary oi supplies of basic farm products 
at prices fair to both farmers and consumers, the con- 
servation of soil resources, and assistance to farmers in 
obtaining an equitable share of the national income. 

Bureau of Home Economics. Louise Stanley, Chief. 
Conducts research on food, fiber and other products of 
agriculture contributing to everyday living; publishes 
popular bulletins of interest to consumers. 

Extension Service. M. L. Wilson, Director. Ad- 
ministers a large system of adult education in agriculiure 
and home economics, also directs club work among boys 
and girls; works with large numbers of volunteer farmers 
and homemakers in every county of the nation. 

Farm Credit Administration. Albert G. Black, Gov- 
ernor. Administers a public credit system for agriculture, 
including long-term, short-term and intermediate loans ; 
administers banks for farmer cooperatives, also the federal 
credit union system, which charters and supervises local 
credit unions in urban and rural areas. 

Farm Security Administration. C. b. Baldwin, 
Administrator. Carries on programs of rehabilitation 
among low-income farmers; makes loans to tenants en- 
abling them to become owners; encourages associations 
for medical care among farmers in need of rehabilitation, 
formed in cooperation with lccal physicians; maintains 
camps for migratory labor. 

Rural Electrification Administration. Harry Slat- 
tery, Administrator. Makes loans to local cooperatives 
which distribute electric power to farms; for defense pur- 
poses will concentrate upon assisting in the production 
and the local processing and conservation of food. 


Surplus Marketing Administration. Roy I. Hen- 
drickson, Administrator. Administers various programs 
for expansion of markets for farm products, including 
the food stamp plan and the cotton stamp plan ; distributes 
surplus foods directly to relief agencies and to schools for 
lunches ; purchases tood for the lease-lend program. 


AMERICAN NATIONAL Rep Cross. Norman H. Davis, 
Chairman. The Manual lists the Red Cross, chartered by 
Congress, under a section of “Quasi-official Agencies.” 
Among its numerous well-known functions is that of re- 
sponsibility for relationships between the soldier in the 
camp and his family. ‘The local unit is usually the County 
Chapter. Other services of the Red Cross include civilian 
relief, disaster relief, first aid and life saving, accident 
prevention, home hygiene and care of the sick, nursing, 
nutrition. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, Jesse H. Jones, Secretary. 


Bureau of the Census. James C. Capt, Director. 
Takes numerous censuses, in addition to the decennial 
one of population. A census of agriculture has been taken 
every five years, and a census of religious bodies every 
ten years. The Bureau also compiles numerous social 
statistics. (Restrictions in the use of paper have re- 
cently compelled the Bureau to reduce the free circula- 
tion of its important publications. Many will be avail- 
able only in selected library depositories.) 


ExecurIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
National Resources Planning Board. Charles \W. 
Eliot, Director. In cooperation with federal, state, re- 


gional, municipal and private agencies and institution 
prepares advisory reports, programs and plans on th 
development, use and conservation of natural resource 

Office of Government Reports. Lowell Mellet 
Director. Provides a central clearing house throug 
which citizens may transmit inquiries and complaints an; 
receive advice and information; also coordinates govern) 
ment film services. 

Office for Emergency Management. Wayne Coy 
Liaison Officer. Advises and assists the President in th 
discharge of the extraordinary responsibilities impose 
upon him by the war, and other emergencies. 


Office of Civilian Defense. James M. Landis, Director. 
Coordinates federal, state and local civilian defense rela. 
ionsl.ps; plans and carries out programs to proteq 
civilian life and property in event of emergency. 

Office of Facts and Figures. Archibald MacLeish, Dj 
rector. Facilitates the dissemination of factual informe. 
tion to the citizens of the country on the progress of th 
defense effort, and on the defense policies and activities ¢j 
the government. 

Office of Defense Health and Welfare Services. Paul 
V. McNutt, Director. Charles P. Taft, Assistant Direc. 
tor (Health and Welfare). M. L. Wilson, Assistant Dj. 
rector (Nutrition). The Federal Security Administrator, 
Mr. McNutt, was designated by the Council of Nationa 
Deiense as coordinator of all health, medical, welfare 
nutrition, recreation and related fields affecting the na 
tional defense. The Office helps to meet the health, we: 
fare and recreational needs of localities arising from the 
defense program. Field staffs advise with local agencies 
and leaders. 

Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
Nelson A. Rockefeller, Coordinator. Serves as a center 
for the coordination of cultural and commercial relation: 
of the nation affecting hemisphere defense. 

National War Labor Board. William H. Davis, Chair. 
man. The Board adjusts and settles labor disputes cer- 
tified to it by the Commissioners of Conciliation of the 
Department of Labor; it may use mediation or arbitration 
under rules established by the Board. [The Board has no 
mandatory powers. It is not to be confused with the 
National Labor Relations Board, see below. | 

Office of Price Administration. Leon Henderson, Ad- 
ministrator. Functions include stabilization of prices; 
prevention of abnormal increases in prices and rents; pre 
vention of hoarding; prevention of hardships among citi- 
zens which would result from abnormal increases of prices. 
The work of this Office, including the Consumer Division, 


oo in INFORMATION SeERvIcE for February 14, 


War Production Board. Donald M. Nelson, Chairman. 
Exercises general direction over the war procurement 
and production program. Plans, methods and procedures 
of this Board with respect to war production and purchase 
are to be complied with by all federal agencies and de 
partments. 


The Committee on Fair Employment Practice (Of the 
Labor Division WPB). Lawrence W. Cramer, Executive 
Secretary. Encourages full participation in the defense 
program by all citizens, regardless of race, creed, color 
or national origin. Receives and investigates complaints 
and takes appropriate steps to redress grievances found to 
be valid. Makes recommendations to the President and 
other departments regarding fair employment practice. 
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Board of Economic Warfare. Milo Perkins, Executive 
Director. Develops plans and programs to protect and 
strengthen the international economic relations of the 
United States in the interest of national defense. Con- 
trol of exports is vested in this Board. 

Coordinator of Information, William J. Donovan, Co- 
ordinator. ‘lhis office was established to collect, analyze 
and correlate all information which may bear upon na- 
tional security. 

Office of Censorship. byron Price, Director. This 
agency was established by executive order, December 19, 
1941. The order included the following: “The Direc- 
tor of Censorship shall cause to be censored, in his abso- 
lute discretion, communications by mail, cable, radio, or 
other means of transmission passing between the United 
States and any foreign country... .” 

Selective Service System. Brig. Gen. Lewis Bb. Her- 
shey, Director. For the mobilization of the manhood of 
the nation for the armed forces. 

FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY. 
ministrator. 

Civilian Conservation Corps. J. J. McEntee, Direc- 
tor. ‘‘o provide employment and vocational training for 
young men in need of work upon projects which conserve 
and develop the natural resources of the nation. This 
was the first of the New Deal agencies, established under 
an Act approved March 31, 1933. 


National Youth Administration. Aubrey \illiams, 
Administrator. Provides a student work program, for 
needy youth age 16 to 24, to enable them to stay in school 
or college; also an out-of-school work program, includ- 
ing intensive three months’ training for defense jobs. 
[The President has recommended that NYA and CCC 
are to be merged into one youth agency. There are also 
pending in Congress bills to abolish both agencies. | 


Office of Education. John \V. Studebaker, Commis- 
sioner. Compiles information about education in the 
U. S., and advises with state and local school officers re- 
garding the improvement of educational facilities. Ad- 
ministers grants to schools for vocational education, and 
vocational rehabilitation of disabled persons. Has ap- 
pointed a special wartime commission. 


Public Health Service. Thomas Parran, Surgeon 
General. Charged with numerous functions relating to 
the protection and improvement of public health; con- 
ducts extensive research; prevents introduction of dis- 
eases from abroad; disseminates health information. 

Social Security Board. Arthur J. Altmeyer, Chair- 
man. .\dministers the extensive systems of old age and 
survivors insurance, unemployment compensation and 
public assistance for aged persons. 


United States Employment Service. (In the Bureau 
of Employment Security of SSB) John J. Corson, Direc- 
tor. Charged with the promotion and development of a 
national system of employment offices for men, women 
aud “jumors.” There are approximately 1,500 fully 
equipped and fully staffed public employment offices. The 
Employment Service [now federalized] is also making 
detailed job analyses of important occupations in various 
key industries. 

Food and Drug Administration. HI. G. Campbell, 
Commissioner. Inspects and analyzes samples of prod- 
ucts under the various laws, in order to detect adulterated 
or misbranded articles. 
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FepeRAL Commission. William A. Ayres, 
Chairman. Among the purposes are to promote free 
and fair competition in interstate trade; to prevent dis- 
semination of false and fraudulent advertising; to make 
investigations of economic conditions as a basis for 
remedial legislation and for the guidance and protection 
of the public interest. 

FeperaL Works AcENcy. Philip B. Fleming, Admin- 
istrator. Among the duties is the development of the 
Public Work Reserve, which will assist the federal gov- 
ernment, states, counties and cities in setting up a com- 
plete, long-range program of public works and provide 
for post-war employment. 

Work Projects Administration. Howard O. Hun- 
ier, Commissioner. Operates, in cooperation with local, 
state and federal sponsors, a program of public works 
projects and aids employable needy persons by providing 
work on such projects. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
Secretary. 


Bureau of Mines. k. R. Sayers, Director. Investi- 
gates the causes of accidents in mines and seeks means 
of preventing them; studies health hazards in the mineral 
industries and recommends remedial measures; makes 
economic analyses of domestic mineral production and 
consumption; as part of national defense activities, is 
exploring domestic ore deposits. 


Bituminous Coal Division. Dan H. Wheeler, Act- 
ing Director. Performs functions previously vested in 
the National Bituminous Coal Commission; administers 
the bituminous coal code which establishes fair trade 
practices in the industry ; establishes minimum and maxi- 
mum prices for all kinds, grades and sizes of bituminous 
coal moving in interstate commerce; operates through 
23 district boards which perform administrative and ad- 
visory duties, particularly with regard to minimum prices 
and marketing regulations. (See also independent Office 
of Consumers’ Counsel below.) 

National Park Service. Newton B. Drury, Director. 
Administers all public national parks, and develops pro- 
grams of interest to visitors. Administers the United 
States Travel Bureau, which encourages travel of citi- 
zens within the United States. 

Office of Indian Affairs. John Collier, Commis- 
sioner. The management of ail Indian affairs and of all 
matters arising out of Indian relations. ‘The Office is re- 
sponsible for the operation of schools and community cen- 
ters and hospitals and other health activities. 


_ DEPARTMENT OF JustICcE. Francis Biddle, Attorney 
General. 


Board of Parole. Consists of three persons ap- 
pointed by the Attorney General, with the duty of grant- 
ing and revoking paroles of federal prisoners. 


Bureau of Prisons. James V. Bennett, Director. 
llas supervision over federal penal institutions and the 
commitment and custody of federal prisoners. The Fed- 
eral Prison Industries, Inc., has jurisdiction over all 
employment and vocational activities in the penal insti- 
tutions. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director. Has general charge of the investigation of vio- 
lations of federal laws, with the exception of matters 
specifically referred by law to other federal investigating 


bodies. 


Harold L. Ickes, 
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Immigration and Naturalization Service.—Adminis- 
ters all the laws relating to admission, exclusion and de- 
portation of aliens, and the naturalization of aliens law- 
fully resident in the United States. It supervises na- 
turalization work in the courts. 

DEPARTMENT OF Labor. Frances Perkins, Secretary. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, lsador Lubin, Com- 
missioner. Disseminates information about labor in the 
most general and comprehensive way, especially labor- 
management relations, hours of work, earnings of work- 
ers and social, intellectual and moral welfare. 

Children’s Bureau. katherine I. Lenroot, Chief. 
Makes child welfare investigations among all classes of 
Americans, especially regarding infant mortality, birth 
rates, accidents, dangerous occupations, etc. Administers 
grants in aid of the Social Security Act for maternal and 
child health services, for crippled children, and for child 
welfare services. 

Division of Labor Standards. Verne A. Zimmer, 
Director. Develops desirable labor standards in indus- 
trial practice and in administration of labor laws. 

United States Conciliation Service. John R. Steel- 
man, Director. Seeks to bring about settlements of dis- 
putes arising between employers and employes by media- 
tion. 

Wage and Hour Division. Thomas Holland, Ad- 
ministrator. Lnforces the wage and hour provisions of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. 

Women’s Bureau. Mary Anderson, Chief. Charged 
with formulating standards and policies for promoting 
the welfare of wage earning women, increasing their effi- 
ciency, and improving their working conditions. 


Nationa Housine Acency. John B. Blandford, Jr., 
Administrator. Lstablished February 24, 1942, by ex- 
ecutive order, with three principal constituent units, as 
follows: 


Federal Home Loan Bank Administration. John 
Fahey, Commissioner. The financing of home ownership 
and construction, including functions formerly vested in 
Home Owners’ Loan Corporation and Federal Home 
Loan Bank System. 


Federal Housing Administration. Abner Ferguson, 
Commissioner. The guaranteeing or insuring of mort- 
gages placed by private lending institutions on homes. 

Federal Public Housing Authority. Leon Keyser- 
ling, Acting Commissioner. The construction of housing 
with public money, including public housing in defense 
areas (except on Army and Navy reservations). 


NationAL Lazpor ReEratTions Boarp. Harry A. 
‘Millis, Chairman. The Act creating the Board affirms the 
right of employes to full freedom in self-organization and 
in the designation of representatives of their own choosing, 
authorizes the Board to conduct secret ballots to deter- 
mine the representatives of employes, and declares unlaw- 
ful certain practices which abridge or deny the right of 
collective bargaining. 

OFFICE OF THE BiTuMINOUS CoAL ConsuMERS’ CouNn- 
seL. Luther Harr, Counsel. This Office, formerly a 
division of the Department of the Interior, was established 
as an independent agency in April, 1941. The Counsel 
is empowered to appear in the interest of the consuming 
public in any proceedings before the Bituminous Coal 
Commission, and to conduct independent investigations of 
matters relative to the coal industry and the administra- 


tion of the BKituminous Coal Act, as he may deem neces 
sary to enable him properly to represent the consuming 
public. 


Pan-American Union. L. S. Rowe, Director Gen. 
eral. Listed among ‘“‘Quasi-official Agencies.” ‘This js 
the official international organization of 21 nations of th 
Western Hemisphere. Conducts international conference 
and correspondence, publishes documents in English 
Spanish and Portuguese, maintains a library. Foster 
cooperation in agriculture, labor, social work, music 
printing, jurisprudence, etc. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. Cordell Hull, Secretary. 


Division of Cultural Relations. Charles A. Thomp. 
son, Chief. Has charge of exchange of professors an( 
students between countries; cooperation with other coun. 
iries in music, art, literature and related interests ; collec. 
tion and distribution of libraries of representative work 
by authors in the U. S.; improvement of American cul 
ural relations with other countries. 


TENNESSEE VALLEY AuTHoRITy. David E. Lilien 
thal, Chairman. A government corporation engaged in 
the unified development of the Valley of the Tennesse 
River, including navigation, flood control, power produc. 
tion, recreation, soil conservation, etc. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, Brig. Gen. Frank T, 
Hines, Administrator. Responsible for administering re. 
lief and other benefits provided by law for former mem- 
bers of the armed forces, including compensation, pen- 
sions, insurance, death benefits, hospital care. 


War DeparTMENT. Henry L. Stimson, Secretary. 


Special Service Branch. Brig. Gen. Frederick H. 
Osborn, Chief. Operates directly under the Chief of Staff, 
Functions include advising the Chief of Staff regarding 
morale matters, welfare and recreation of enlisted men, 
and providing necessary welfare and recreational facili- 
ties in Army camps. Administers Army Library Service 
and Motion Picture Service. 


Churches in Camp Communities 


Lhe Church at Work in Canp Communities is the 
title of a practical guide for the minister, parish worker 
and lay leader in the local church, recently published by 
the Christian Commission For Camp and Defense Com- 
munities, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. The 
Commission was created by the Home Missions Council 
the Federal Council and the General Commission on 
Army and Navy Chaplains. 


“The churches in the areas near the camps face a new 
ministry often beyond their resources without joint action, 
outside help, or both,” it is stated in the Introduction. 
For effectiveness, it is further said, the ministry of the 
churches should be closely related to “other constructive 
forces at work,” for example, the chaplains in the camps 
and the United Service Organizations (USO) in the areas 
around the camps. The USO is providing recreation. 
social work and certain religious services. The pam: 
phlet was written to share the experiences of the churches 
at work. The local worker who wishes information about 
“what others are doing” will find this pamphlet of great 


value. 


1 Single copies, 10c each; rates on quantities. 


Printed in U. S. A. 
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